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ABSTRACT

The Caste War of Yucatin was fought between the Mayan aborigines
and the Ladino ruling class from 1847 to 1901. This war was
characterized by two phases, a violent period lasting from 1847 to
1854, and a period of Mayan independence from 1855 to 1901 during
which the Mayan Indian Republic, referred to as the “Speaking Cross”
ruled Yucatan.

The conditions for the Mayan revolt developed out of the political
chaos that existed in Mexico after independence. The failed promises
of the Spanish monarchy’s 1812 constitution to relieve the Mayan
people of serfdom and personal tribute promoted the conditions
for revolt. The war from 1846-1848 between Mexico and the United
States of America provided the Mayan people with arms, and combined
with the conflict between federalists and centralists to further encourage
the Mayan people to rebel against the Yucatin government.

Once provided with the opportunity to fight, 300 years of pent
up anger was released by the Mayan people. Even though their ultimate
aim was to build their own free republic, the resulting war became
violent, aggressive and bloody.
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